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BIBLICAL CHRISTIANITY AND ECONOMIC STRUCTURE

I. SUMMARY OF ECONOMIC SYSTEMS
A. CAPITALISM
1. Definition: Capitalism is an economic system in which the means of production are privately
owned and distribution is determined by free market

2. Features:
a. The private ownership of property and the means of production.
b. Distribution of goods, services, and income is determined by free market system of
voluntary trade
c. The incentive for all exchange is self-interest, known as the “profit motive.”

3. Forms:
a. “Laissez-faire” capitalism - “let allow” - no state interference
b. “Democratic” capitalism
1. This is free enterprise that is regulated in order to protect the public interest
ii. It involves three converging systems: a free market economy, a democratic political
structure, and a moral-cultural ethic of “liberty and justice for all.”

4. The goals are liberty and prosperity

B. SOCIALISM
1. Definition: Socialism is an economic system in which the means of production are planned
and distribution is determined by state bureaucrats

2. Features:
a. Public or state ownership of all property and the mean of production
b. Distribution is planned and controlled
c. Motivation is altruistic rather than persona.
d. There is always danger of totalitarianism even when it is not present

3. Forms:
a. “centralized” or “authoritarian” socialism - China / Soviet Union (Communism)
b. “Socialist anarchism” -
c. “participatory” socialism - Yugoslavia - owned collectively by all the workers
d. “European Social Democracy” - Western Europe, a mixture of both above
e. “Utopian” socialism - An idyllic Christian socialism - (can’t with sinners present)

4. The goals are security and equality
C. COMMUNISM

1. Definition: Communism is an socio-economic system in which all means of production are
owned, and all goods are distributed, the state

2. Features:
a. This is an economic system which does not in fact exist



b. It shares certain features with socialism

c. Distribution follows the credo: “from each according to his ability; to each according to his
need

d. History is seen in terms of evolution

e. Violent revolution is seen as necessary in order to overthrow the present unjust system

f. Actual results have been political totalitarianism and social conformity

3. Forms

a. “Pure” or “final” communism - a utopian ideal

b. “Revolutionary” communism

c. “Euro-communism”

d. “Liberation theology”
1. This is a third-world political theology which is Marxist in its method of analysis
il. Salvation is seen in materialistic terms and is identified with social justice
iii. This basically is Marxism using a Christian covering
iv. The goal of a communistic idealized classless society

D. FASCISM

1. Definition: Fascism is a political-economic system in which all power is concentrated in a one
party state which allows private enterprise but rigidly controls it

2. Features:
a. Capitalism, private ownership & market economy are all allowed
b. The State rigidly controls the means of production and the distribution of goods .
c. The economy is subdivided into state-controlled monopolistic associations of business and
labor.

3. Forms :
a. historically -Nazi Germany, Japan, Italy
b. presently -none

II. BIBLICAL EVALUATION
A. CAPITALISM
1 . Private property is affirmed in Scripture.
a. Exodus 20:15 and Matt. 19:18 -- command not to steal
b. Deut. 19:14. 27:17 - family owned land was legally attained
c. Acts 5:4 - private ownership is affirmed

2. Free enterprise is commended in Scripture.
a. Prov. 31:10-31 - The “Excellent wife”
b. The apostle Paul engaged in the making & selling of tents (Acts 18:3)
c.Lk. 19:11 -27 -- The parable of the talents
d. Matt. 20:1 -1 6 -- The parable of the landowner
e. Prov. 10:4, 13:11 - Diligence in labor leads to wealth and dominion
f. Prov. 20:23 -- The Bible calls for honesty and fairness in an open market.

3 . Self-interest (the “profit motive” ) is employed in Scripture.
a. Lk. 19:17 -- profit making is commended as just reward for diligent labor
b. Matt. 6:20 -- God appeals to man' s self interest by offering a spiritual reward



c. 1 Tim 6:10 -- A distinction is made between healthy self-interest and greedy materialism,
or the love of money which is evil.

d. Because God is the final Judge, it is in man's self interest to use his wealth in a
compassionate way

4. Capitalism' s view of man is that he is a sinner by nature
a. This is biblically accurate.
b. It puts man’s selfish nature to a good social use.
c. It makes some regulation necessary in order to guard the public interest
d. It works, due to the appeal to natural self-interest

B. SocIALISM AND COMMUNISM
1. False view of man: man is seen as essentially good
a. Evil is falsely blamed on outside forces (environment, private ownership, capitalism)
rather than on human depravity (cf. Psalm 14:1-5).
b. Man's redemption is seen as political and economic rather than spiritual.

2. Public (state) ownership and distribution are unBiblical
a. Private ownership and free enterprise, which are biblical, would be abrogated.
b. The state becomes absolute or sovereign, and thus a form of idolatry
c. The state, and thus man himself, is seen as the architect of man's salvation.

3. The equality which is sought is not an equality of opportunity, but of income results
(“Equalitarianism™).

4. The concept of class warfare promotes social strife and envy; It is contradicted by the
command to ‘'love your neighbor as yourself” (Lev. 19:18).

5. Violence and the idea that “the ends justify the means” is antithetical to Scripture (cf. James
1:20, Rom 12:17-21).

6. Liberation Theology constitutes a false gospel which substitutes Marxist socialism for
salvation.

a. The Exodus is often used to justify all “liberation” movements. But that was a case in
which God freed His people (not a revolution) so that they could serve Him (not a
socialist state).

b. The early church had “all things in common™ and shared with those in need (Acts 2:44-45).
But this was voluntary. Charity loses its meaning if it is dictated by the state. In any case,
communism sees charity as merely justice, since what is given by the rich “belongs” to
the poor to begin with.

c. The year of Jubilee (Lev. 25) is used as an argument against private property. But this
simply made the land revert to its original owner, not to the state or to society at large.

C. FASCISM
1. The criticisms involving state sovereignty and the lack of personal liberty apply here as well.
2. The worship of the state and its political leader is idolatrous.

3. The heavy-handedness of state control makes private ownership and free enterprise somewhat
meaningless.



III. CONCLUSIONS
A. The state must not become so powerful as to have total sovereignty over the individual.

1. This would seem to call for a democratic / republican polity which is best supported by
capitalism
a. Capitalism is the only economic system whose basic elements have a Biblical basis
b. It has had excellent results, but must be properly regulated with checks and balances.

2. Socialism has an admirable and Biblical concern for social welfare, but carries certain
unbiblical presuppositions and uses unbiblical means to try to achieve its desired ends.
a. “Workfare” programs are allowable (Deut. 24:19).
b. Redistribution schemes are a form of theft unless mutually agreed upon by members of

society from whom the money is being taken.

B. Communism and Fascism are both antithetical to true Christianity. They are absolutist (and thus
idolatrous) ideologies which we as Christians must oppose. Social concern must not become a
mask for political and economic enslavement.

C. Christians must seek to transcend whatever economic system under which they live to display the
love of Christ and to minister to the needs of people.

“Rational individualism implies toleration, while collectivism repudiates it . . . a collectivist system
treats the individual as a means, to be used or destroyed as experience suggests, to an end -
theoretical social perfection.” -- Edward Heimann

“That should alert us to the lie in the old fraud that property rights can somehow be separated from
human rights and are inferior to them. There are no societies that are cavalier toward property rights
but which safeguard human rights. The state that lays its hand on your purse will lay it on your
person. Both are the acts of a government that despises transcendent law.” -- Herbert Scholssberg

BIBLIOGRAPHY

’

Benjamin, Walter W. “Liberation Theology: European Hopelessness Exposes The Latin Hoax.’
Christianity Today, March 5, 1982, pp. 20-23.

Chilton, David. Productive Christians In An Age of Guilt Manipulators. Tyler, Texas: Institute for
Christian Economics, 1981.

Clapp, Rodney. “Where Capitalism and Christianity Meet.” Christianity Today, Feb. 4, 1983, PP. 22-29.

Coleson, Edward, and Pierard, Richard V. “Is There a Christian Economic System?”” Journal of the
American Scientific Affiliation 29 (March 1977): 13-21.

Ebenstein, William, and Fogelman, Edwin. Today's Isms. 8th ed. Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prenrice-Hall,
Inc., 1980.

Elzinga, Kenneth G. “The Demise Of Capitalism And The Christian's Response.”” Christianity Today,
July 7, 1972, pp. 12-16..

Gort, J.D. “Gospel For The Poor?” Missiology, Vol. VII, No. 3, July, 1979, PP.325-354.

Goudzmaard, Bob. Aid For The Overdeveloped West. Toronto:1975 (A good overview of Christian
socialism)




Heilbroner, Robert L., and Thurow, Lester C. The Economic Problem. 4th ed. Englewood Cliffs:
Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1975.

Hoult, Thomas F: The Sociology of Religion. New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1958.

Howard, Irving E. The Christian Alternative To Socialism. Arlington; Better Books, 1966

Hughley, J. Neal. Trends in Protestant Social Idealism. Freeport, N.Y.: Books For Libraries Press, 1948.
Kershner, Howard E. God, Gold, and Government. Englewood Cliffs: Prentice Hall, Inc., 1957.

Irving. Two Cheers For Capitalism. New York: Basic Books, Inc., 1978

Kuhn, Harold B. “Liberation Theology: A Semantic Approach.” Wesleyan Theological Journal (Spring
1980): 34-45.

Lindsell, Harold. Free Enterprise: A Judeo-Christian Defense. Wheaton: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.,
1982.

Marstin, Ron. Beyond Our Tribal Gods. Maryknoll:*Orbis Books, 1975.

Neal, Marie A. A Socio-Theology Of Letting Go. New York: Paulist Press, 1977. (A good statement of
Marxism under God - Liberation Theology)

North, Gary. An Introduction to Christian Economics. The Craig Press, 1973.
Novak, Michael. “4 Closet Capitalist Confesses.” Christianity Today, April 23, 1976, PP. 34-35.
Novak, Michael. The Spirit of Democratic Capitalism. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1982.

Nunez, Emilio A. “The Challenge Of Liberation Theology.” Evangelical Missions Quarterly, July 1981,
pp- 139-146.

Opitz, Edmund A. Religion And Capitalism: Allies, Not Enemies. New Rochelle, N.Y.: Arlington
House, 1970.

Paarlberg, Don., Great Myths of Economics. New York: World Pub. Co, 1968

Richardson, John R. Christian Economics. Houston: St. Thomas Press, 1966

Roberts, W. Dayt n. “Where Has Liberation Theology Gone Wrong?” Christianity Today, October 19,
1979, pp. 26-28.

Schlossberg, Herbert. Idols For Destruction. Nashville: Thomas Nelson, Inc., 1983.

Schnitzer, Martin C., and Nordyke, James W. Comparative Economic Sytems. Cincinnati:
South-Western Pub— Co., 1971.

Sider, Ronald J. Rich Christians In An Age Of Hunger. Downers Grove, Ill.: Intervarsity Press, 1977.
Tabb, Bill. “The Demise of Our Free Enterprise System.” The Other Side, December 1979, PP. 44-49

Williamson, Rene de Visme. “The Theology of Liberation.” Christianity Today, August 8, 1975, pp.
7-12.

Wogaman, Philip. Guaranteed Annual Income: The Moral Issues. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1968

Woudstra, Marten H. “4 Critique of Liberation Theology By a Cross-Culturalized Calvinist.” Journal of
the Evangelical Theological Society 23 (March .1980): 3-12.




